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Open
house at
PTC

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC) will be holding an
open house at its St. Pete
campus Oct. 13, from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m., where staff
and instructors will be on
hand to talk to prospective
students about the college’s plethora of programs.
Ann Sherman-White, coordinator of Industry Services at PTC, said it should be
a festive atmosphere, complete with door prizes, drawings and entertainment. The
Lakewood High School jazz
band will provide live
music to heighten the experience the guests will have as
they tour the building, network and receive information about enrolling, she
said.
“All of our programs will
be on hand cheerfully and
eagerly providing information to our guests on how
they can enroll, and what a
certification in a specific field
will afford them upon completion,”
Sherman-White
averred.
She pointed out that this
wouldn’t be your typical open
house, adding that PTC is an
educational institution that
touches lives.
“When you touch lives
there is a compassionate side
that you deal with,” SherSee PTC, page 7

Taking
your child’s
education
in to your
own hands

Ladies of the community received a lesson in diversity Sun., Oct. 4 at the Woodson Museum.



BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Amid stimulating thought
provoking
conversation,
spectacular hats and an elegant fashion show, the 2015
Diversi-Tea Women’s Social
held last Sun., Oct. 4 at the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum was a stunning success.
In partnership with Keep
St. Pete Lit, a non-profit organization that promotes the
area’s literary community,

the second annual social was
a sold-out event. Each Diversi-Tea is an opportunity
for women from different
racial and ethnic backgrounds to come together to
break down the barriers of
separation and open up the
lines of communication to expose long held myths and
misconceptions of each
other.
Many guests arrived
with extravagant hats
adorned with tulle, bows,
feathers and seductive veils,
while other guests who arrived without hats were invited to borrow one from a

large assortment upon entering the event.
The kaleidoscope of hats
ranged from a gold-flecked
wide brim, to a sporty concoction of black and white
polka dots to an array of
jaunty straw hats. There was
a beige and cream rolled
edge fedora with a wide
brim, and colors of burnt orange and burnished metallic
blue. Several women sported
exquisite small cocktail hats
perched precariously atop
coifed hairstyles.
The main focus of the Diversi-Tea was the opportunity to have an open, honest

dialogue between women in
a relaxed atmosphere. It was
a chance for women to confront the issues that form
racial division and stereotypes and an opportunity to
bridge those differences.
“A room full of sisters,
like jewels in a crown; vanilla,
cinnamon and dark chocolate brown,” said Chair of the
Woodson Museum, Terri
Lipsey Scott. “We’re looking
to bring women from every
walk of life, every race, every
creed, every culture together
to talk about those things that
make us different.”
See DIVERSITEA, pages 4

Pinellas HS Class of ’65 reunion
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER
—
Pinellas High School
Class of 1965 held their
50th class reunion Oct. 24. This three-day stroll
down memory lane consisted of a meet and greet
on Friday, a banquet on
Saturday and church
services on Sunday.
Saturday night’s banquet, held at the Countryside Country Club, was a
time to fellowship and re-

member what made their
educational experience so
great, if they could remember.
“How many of you
have forgotten someone
in the class and when you
saw them last night you
said: ‘I think I know her
or him,’” said Mistress of
Ceremony Isay BynumGulley, as she joked about
class members “shakin’ a
leg” and having to use
Bengay the next day.
Not only were former
See REUNION, page 6

Both tears and laughter was the order of the
weekend for teachers and classmates.

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Hundreds of families were
greeted in prayer as they accompanied their children to
school Wed., Sept. 30 at Melrose Elementary School,
1752 13th Ave. S, for the Million Father March (MFM).
The MFM is an opportunity for men to show their
commitment to the educational lives of their children
on the first day of school and
throughout the school year.
The march is the beginning
of a yearlong commitment
by men to their children’s
educational success.
Since the march began
in 2004, fathers and other
significant male caregivers
across the country have
been asked to take their children to their first day of
school. Locally, the Parent
Support for Education
Council (PSFEC) decided to
hold their march last week.
Geared towards fathers,
any family member or caring adult was asked to sign a
pledge committing to help
their children attain the
highest level of academic
performance and positive
social success.
“What better way to help
in light of the issues that
have happened in Pinellas
County with these elementary schools; what better
See MFM, page 8
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

New Covenant giving
Praise the Lord Saints.
The New Covenant has a higher financial commitment than the tithe, but it’s
based on a completely different paradigm. Tithing is never mentioned as an
instruction to New Covenant believers—
not as a law, a principle or a voluntary
practice. The apostles exhorted believers
to give financially, but it had nothing to do
with tithing. When they instructed believers to assist the poor, the widows and the
fatherless and to support the ministers of
the gospel, they never quoted scriptures
about tithing.
Paul wrote more on the subject of financial giving than the other writers of
New Testament epistles. When he instructed believers about their obligations
to give financially he quoted Old Testament scriptures to support his teaching,
but not the ones about tithing. There is
no basis to say the New Testament
church considered tithing to be the pattern for financial stewardship. There is no
scriptural evidence to say the apostles
considered tithing to be an eternal principle for all ages or the key to financial
blessing for Christians.
In 1 Corinthians 9, Paul presents an
extensive teaching on why ministers of
the gospel have a right to be supported
financially and why the body of Christ is
obligated to do so. He appeals to several
theological arguments to prove what he
is teaching. This would be the perfect opportunity for him to quote a verse on
tithing as the scriptural authority for what
he is saying, but he doesn’t.
In 1 Corinthians 9:7 he begins his instruction by appealing to common sense.
Who goeth a warfare any time at his
own charges? who planteth a vineyard,
and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who
feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk
of the flock?
In verse nine he refers to the Law of
Moses, which says: “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the
corn.” (Deut. 25:4)
In verse 13 of 1 Corinthians 9, Paul
refers to the Old Testament principle that
those who serve in the temple and at the
altar are ordained to partake of those
things that are brought as sacrifices and
offerings. In verse 14 he quotes the
words of Jesus:
Even so hath the Lord ordained that
they which preach the gospel should live
of the gospel.
This is a reference to what Jesus told
the disciples when he sent them out.
(Matt. 10:10, “for the workman is worthy
of his meat,” and Luke 10:7, “for the
labourer is worthy of his hire”).
In 1 Timothy 5, Paul teaches believers
to support the ministers of the gospel. He
again quotes Deuteronomy 25:4 and the
words of Jesus but he says nothing about
tithing.
Let the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and
doctrine. For the scripture saith, Thou
shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out
the corn. And, the labourer is worthy of
his reward. (1 Tim. 5:17–18)
Jesus also said many things on the
subject of giving that were not based on
tithing. A thorough study of all the New
Testament exhortations that apply to financial giving reveals a different perspective than what is often preached today.
Jesus himself is the highest example of
the motivation and purpose of all giving.
He gave because he loved and he gave to
bless.
The church does not need tithing to
finance the work of God on earth. New
Covenant giving is based on a better
process. The born-again Christian is one
with Christ and owned by him. His new

nature is to live for Christ with all of his
heart, mind, soul, strength and money.
The following list includes some of
the scriptural exhortations and perspectives related to giving in the New Testament. These can be applied to financial
giving in the church today. Many of these
are often overlooked because of the preoccupation with using the Old Covenant
principle of tithing to motivate people.
To give glory to God. (Matthew 5:16;
2 Corinthians 9:13)
To express the nature of God.
(Matthew 5:42, 45; Luke 6:35; 2 Corinthians 9:9)
You have freely received. (Matthew
10:8; 2 Corinthians 9:15.)
The workman is worthy of his hire.
(Matthew 10:10; Luke 10:7; 1 Corinthians
9:4–14; 2 Corinthians 11:8)
It’s a family responsibility. (Matthew
15:3–6; Mark 7:9–13; 1 Timothy 5:8–16.)
To show compassion. (Matthew
15:32, 18:27; Mark 8:2)
To have treasure in heaven. (Matthew
19:21; Mark 10:21; Luke 12:33, 14:12–14,
18:22)
Do it as unto the Lord. (Matthew
25:40,45; Luke 8:3, 19:31; Colossians 3:23)
To follow the example of Jesus. (Mark
8:34–35; Luke 9:23–24; Ephesians 5:2.)
To obey the Lord. (Luke 6:30; 2
Corinthians 9:12–13.)
It shall be given unto you. (Luke 6:38;
2 Corinthians 9:6–11; Galatians 6:7–9;
Ephesians 6:8; Philippians 4:10–19)
To keep a pure heart. (Luke 11:41; 1
Timothy 6:10)
To be a good steward. (Matthew
25:14–30; Luke 12:42–48, 16:9–13, 19: 12–
26; 1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 4:9–10)
To promote God’s kingdom. (Luke
18:29; Philippians 1:3–5; 2 Corinthians
8:1–5, 11:7–9)
To show love for the brethren and all
men. (Acts 11:29; 2 Corinthians 8:8, 24; 1
John 3:16–18, 4:11; 3 John 5–6)
To support the weak. (Acts 20:35;
Galatians 6:2; 1 Timothy 5:16; James 1:27,
2:15–16)
It’s more blessed to give than to receive. (Acts 20:35)
It’s an obligation to those who minister to you. (Romans 15:25–27; 1 Corinthians 9:11; Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy
5:17–18; 2 Timothy 2:6)
It’s a response to the grace of God. (1
Corinthians 16:1–3; 2 Corinthians 8:1–9)
To minister to the other members of
the body. (2 Corinthians 8:4, 9:1; Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 4:28)
For a future reciprocation. (2
Corinthians 8:14–15)
As you purpose in your heart. (2
Corinthians 9:7)
It’s a good work that we were created
for. (Ephesians 2:10; 1 Timothy 6:17–18;
Titus 3:8, 14; Hebrews 13:16; James 2:14–
26)
To bear fruit. (John 15:1–16; Romans
15:28; Philippians 4:17; Colossians 1:10)
To keep our trust in God. (Mark
10:23–25; Philippians 4:19; 1 Timothy
6:17)
To enter into the true life. (1 Timothy
6:19)
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD –
pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
First Vice President - NAACP St. Petersburg Branch
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council
Board Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6

Mother seeking daughter
If you are female and were born in 1966
at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out to Attorney
Al & Margaret Thompson, please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is desperately trying to find you.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority donates
meals to fight childhood hunger
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. in collaboration with The Youth
Development Foundation
of Pinellas County, Inc., recently joined community liaisons from Duke Energy
to coordinate a meal packaging program in preparation of Alpha Kappa’s
Alpha’s National Childhood Awareness Hunger
Day on Oct. 16.
The service project
was sponsored by a grant
received from Duke Energy and is part of the
sorority’s national program initiative to address
the increasing number of
households that do not
have financial resources to
adequately clothe their
family, provide food and
shelter.
A host of community
volunteers mobilized to
package more than 350
take home meals to benefit
elementary age students
from one of the five
schools in south St. Petersburg with high enrollment
in the Pinellas County
Schools Pack and Sack
program (Campbell Park
Elementary, Fairmount
Park Elementary, Lakewood Elementary, Maximo Elementary and
Melrose Elementary).
The AKA AKAdemy
students also provided
support for this effort by

donating items to help
support this effort. Their
contribution taught them
the importance of giving
back, helping to create a
hunger free learning environment and by reducing
domestic
childhood
hunger.
Special acknowledgment goes out to the Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity. Those men
worked tirelessly alongside the Pathfinders,
demonstrating the key
principles of manhood.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is an international service organization

comprised of more than
283,000 members in 988
graduate and undergraduate chapters abroad.
The local chapter, Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, founded in December
1955, established the Youth
Development Foundation of
Pinellas County Inc., a
501(c) 3, non-profit organization. The mission of the
foundation is to enhance the
quality of life for targeted
youth and families in Pinellas County through programs and services.
For more information
visit www.zuochapter.org.

AKA Sorority launches community
assistance mini-grant initiative
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. has launched a
new Community Assistance
Awards Initiative. The purpose of the awards is to support the development of
community service projects
and increase civic engagement among youth and families.
The Community Assistance Awards range from
$500 to $1,000 and may be
awarded to eligible small
community service and
charitable or non-profit organizations* in the Tampa
Bay area. Only one award
will be granted per organization. Recipients will be notified by Nov. 23. Funding will
be awarded to organizations
who successfully implement
a program or activity that addresses one of the following
program targets: Health, ed-

ucation, poverty, entrepreneurship/financial
literacy/budgeting, social
justice and human rights,
literacy and the arts.
Applications are available
at www.zuochapter.org and
must be received or postmarked by Oct. 31. Awards
will be presented during a
public reception at 4
p.m. Dec. 20 at the St. Petersburg Hilton Hotel.
For more information,
contact Jacqueline GayleKelly
at
zetaupsilonomega@gmail.com.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated is the
oldest Greek-letter organization established in America by
black women and was
founded on Jan. 15, 1908, at
Howard University. Led by
International
President
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson,
the organization connects
thousands of college-trained
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Veronica Byrd Latimore goes home
ST. PETERSBURG –
Veronica “Red” Byrd Latimore transitioned to her
heavenly home Sept. 30.
She passed away under
the dedicated care of
Florida Suncoast Hospice.
She was born December 22, 1954, to the loving
parents of Deacon Huie
Lee Byrd Senior (now age
95) and the late Jadie Lee
Byrd, who were lifetime
members of Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church. She was raised
and educated in St. Petersburg, and graduated from
Gibbs High School in
1972.
Veronica was married
for 26 years and later divorced Darryl Latimore.
From that union two children, Natasha Latimore
Lovett and Darryl Latimore II, were born.
Her favorite color was
reflective of her nickname
“Red,” and her favorite
recording artists were
Prince, Anita Baker and

Barry White.
She built a career of 37
years with the former
Florida Blood Services,
now known as One Blood.
Veronica, known as “Vee”
to her colleagues, was responsible for overseeing
resource sharing in the Biologic Distribution Unit
and was one of the first
African-American females
to acquire this level of responsibility until her illness, and subsequent
untimely death.
A blood drive in her

memory is being planned
for the 18th Annual
African American Health
Forum held at the Historic
Johnnie Ruth Clark Center
Sat., Nov. 7.
She left behind a host
of loving friends and relatives to cherish her memory, including her father
Huie L. Byrd, Sr.; sisters
Bettye Byrd Walker and
husband Jim Walker, Trenia Byrd Cox, Loretta
Byrd Davis and husband
Charles Davis and her
brother Huie Lee Byrd, Jr.
and his wife Donnesse.
Funeral services will
be held at 1:30 p.m., Sat.,
Oct. 10 at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, where Senior Pastor
John A. Evans will officiate
the service. The repast
will also be held at Friendship. Funeral services will
be provided by Lawson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Inc.

Florida Department of Transportation
District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
We want to hear from you!
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, invites you to
provide your comments to FDOT by participating in the Five-Year Tentative Work
Program Public Hearing. The Tentative Work Program for fiscal years July 1, 2016
through June 30, 2021 covers preliminary engineering, right of way acquisition,
construction, and public transportation projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough,
Pasco, and Pinellas Counties and includes Florida Turnpike Enterprise projects in
these counties.
There are four ways you can participate:
• Go to www.D7wpph.com between Monday, October 26, 2015 and Friday,
October 30, 2015.
You will be able to see all of the presentations and maps, submit comments,
ask questions, and directly contact a department representative if needed.
• If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, you can use a computer
at the local public libraries in the five counties during the libraries’ regular
operating hours
• FDOT representatives will be available at the following locations on
Wednesday, October 28, 2015 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm to meet with you in person,
answer any questions, and assist with website access:
Citrus County: Lakes Region Library, 1511 Druid Road, Inverness, FL 34452
Hernando County: East Hernando Branch Library, 6457 Windmeer Road,
Brooksville, FL 34602
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E Kennedy Blvd, 18th Floor,
Tampa, FL 33602
Pasco County: MPO Offices, West Pasco Government Center, 8731 Citizens Dr,
New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court St, Clearwater, FL 33756
• FDOT representatives are also available during this week at the Florida
Department of Transportation – District Seven offices located at 11201 N.
McKinley, Tampa, FL 33612. You can schedule a meeting at the district office by
calling Lee Royal at (813) 975-6427.
Comments will be received thru the website, at the locations listed above, or you can
mail written comments to Debbie Hunt, Director of Transportation Development,
Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-100,
Tampa, FL 33612 or email them to: debbie.hunt@dot.state.fl.us. Comments must be
submitted or postmarked by November 9, 2015 to be a part of the official record.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex,
religion, disability or family status. Persons who require special accommodations
under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services
(at no charge) should contact Lee Royal, Government Liaison Administrator, at
(813) 975-6427 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking down racial barriers
From DIVERSITEA, page 1

The museum’s aim is to
break down barriers and help
others learn to appreciate one
another.
Maureen McDole, president and co-founder of Keep
St. Pete Lit, was on hand to
seek some diversity in her organization. They offer free
writing classes to the community currently at the Morean
Arts Center. The goal was to
have free writing classes that
would appeal to all audiences
based on passion and not the
ability to pay.
“What we were noticing at
the Morean Arts Center is that
we were getting mostly a white
audience and because the intention was set for us to have a diverse audience…now we are
starting our first writing class
here on Tuesday nights,” said
McDole who is also partnering
with another organization called
Kitchen Table Literary Arts

who aims to promote AfricanAmerican women writers.
The next class will begin at
7:30 p.m. on Oct. 20. Every
other week the class will be
held at the Woodson Museum. McDole also informed
the room about a new initiative
that will match people up who
normally would not mingle.
For three consecutive months
they will get to know each
other. The assignment will be
to write about their experience
and present their findings at an
event. More details are to
come.
“We do tend to stay in our
own color bracket,” said McDole who admits her friends
are not as diverse as she would
like.
The social got many positive reviews. Elsie Gilmore remarked that anything to bring
different parts of the community together to collaborate is a

good thing, while Ashley
Kramer said she came to get
involved. Mirela Setkic’s first
visit to the museum was when
she took the tour with the St.
Petersburg Preservation Society and has since returned for
the monthly Second Saturday
Art Walk.
Courtney Walker stated
that she always wanted to meet
more people in the community
and in the arts community. Audrey Loyd commented she
feels that anytime there is an
opportunity to expand in the
community, it’s a good thing.
One guest spoke of the
similarities between white and
black women and that poverty
and abuse knows no color.
While the words of another
woman resonated throughout
the room: “What happens to
one race happens to us all.
This is not the we versus them
mentality.”

Guests were treated to a
spoken word presentation by
Andresia “Real” Mosely who
first held her audience captive
by singing a haunting melody
and then taking them along for
an emotional rendering of her
piece “ I Dream,” which examined the trials and tribulations
she experienced by losing her
job and financial security. A
plight she knows women of all
colors go through.
Fashion designer and
model, Audrey Pat McGhee,
once again brought her trademark elegance and glamour to
the event by presenting a brief
but impressive fashion show.
The appreciative crowd oohed
and aahed as models strutted
out in outfits ranging from a
fuchsia multi-layered feathered effect evening gown, to a
black ensemble that featured a
fringed jacket.

CANDIDATES FORUM
WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE
Winthrop “Will” Newton

YOUR COST ONLY $199

Lisa Wheeler-Brown

The South St. Pete Democratic Club is having a

with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

Forum for the candidates running for City Council District 7
The Forum is being held at the

Sanderlin Center
2335 22nd Avenue South, St. Petersburg
on Sat. Oct. 10 starting at 11:00 am.

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602

Light refreshments will be served.
Each candidate will have five minutes maximum to respond to each of the five
planned questions; their position on each of the four referenda with respect to
changes to the City Charter; their understanding of TIFs and proposed St. Petersburg
projects; their opinion on the City’s recently passed 2016 budget; their ideas on how
to address climate change in the City; and what their best NEW idea is for the City.

Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Class of 1965 class reunion
From REUNION, page 1

students present, but also
teachers who taught the
Class of 1965 was there as
well to reminisce about the
good old days.
“I didn’t think I was
going to be able to make it,
but God showed me I
could,” said Eleby Frazier,
who taught tailoring and
designing and retired in
1993 after 32 and a half
years of teaching. “I want
you to understand that
what you are doing is great
work,” he said as he
praised them for all the
hard work it took to reunite
the class.
“I feel like I’m really
apart of this class,” said
teacher Arlington Nunn
who taught business education and retired as the director of school operations
with the district in 2003.
Coming from a small
school where there were
only 15 graduating seniors,
he has adopted the Class of
1965 as his own.
“You left Pinellas High
School and the challenge
was before you, and you
didn’t falter and you didn’t
waver. You pursued it with
vigor,” said shop teacher
Lawrence Poindexter to his
first graduating class.
“Some of you stayed here
and made an impact on the

community. You did Pinellas High school proud. The
ones that that taught you
and are no longer here, you
did them proud also. I’m
proud of you and I’m proud
to be a part of this. I’m overjoyed.”
“I’m very proud of this
class and the event here. I’d
like to thank all of you because you set the reference
for the city of Clearwater
and will always be remembered,” said Samuel Hayward who was the band
director and retired in 2003
from Countryside High
School.
Bynum-Gulley remarked
how Haywood pulled her to
the side and corrected her
attitude. She said she made
a purposeful effort to improve her attitude. “For that
Mr. Haywood I say thank
you,” she said.
“I’d like to see you all
here in another 25, 30
years,” said Solomon Davis
who taught art. According
to him, his good DNA will
allow him to be at the 75th
reunion.
Sammie
GarrisonRayner led the class in a
candlelight vigil for all of the
students and teachers who
passed away. “In memory of
all the teachers and classmates, we just want to say:

‘Hello, we’ll see you one
day,’” she said with tears
streaming down her face.
About Pinellas High
School
Pinellas High School
closed in 1968 when the
county school system mandated that schools stop
being segregated. Most of
the students were bused to
Clearwater, Dunedin and
Largo High Schools. Now
that same building is Clearwater Intermediate.
Black students that
lived in Clearwater, Largo,
Safety Harbor, Tarpon
Springs, Dunedin and Oldsmar all attended Pinellas
High.
Outside of the courses
that prepared students for
college, trades were also
taught such as industrial
arts, shoe repair, architectural drawing, masonry,
home economics and cosmetology to name a few.
James Feazell, chairman of the Class of 1965,
spoke proudly about the
time he spent at his old
alma mater. He was taught
by some of the great educators in Pinellas County
such as math teacher
Joseph Carwise, who Carwise Middle School in Palm
Harbor is named after.
Some other notable

names that taught him
were Robert Anders, who
helped form Academy Prep
in St. Petersburg. Dorothy
Thompson, who sued the
county and won equal pay
for black teachers. Cecil
B. Keene, whose name sits
on one of St. Petersburg
Colleges’ buildings and the
list goes on and on.
Feazell said Pinellas
High School had bionic educators. He uses the
acronym BIONIC to mean
Believe It Or Not I Care.
“We had those kinds of
educators. People that were
concerned more about what
we learned in terms of academics. They were concerned about us growing into
productive citizens. They
gave us great examples and
they made us know that our
color or the neighborhoods
that we can from were only
temporary and that they
were not to be used as hindrances to our progress,” he
said noting that he met his
wife of 47 years at Pinellas
High School.
In fact, most of the
teachers lived within walking distance of their pupils,
so the students had those
teachers all day, not just in
school.
Pinellas High School
had top-notch educators

even if their materials were
outdated.
“We got books from
Clearwater High School
once they got through with
them. What’s happening
now is a repeat performance of what happened before,” Feazell said of the
current re-segregation of
schools in Pinellas County.
Anytime that you have all of
us—one race school and
it’s black—equity is not
going to be there.”
***
Living in times of segregation, Feazell said from
kindergarten to graduation,
he never had a white classmate or teacher. In athletic
competitions they had to
play other all-black schools
in Arcadia, Sebring, Palmetto, including Gibbs
here in St. Pete.
“Segregation was something else…I was able to go
ahead and find my niche
because I knew as an
eighth grader I wanted to
become and educator. The
people that helped me in
my life were my parents,
doctors, lawyers, preachers
and then we had teachers,”
he said explaining that his
early years were spent
right on the Deuces, 22nd
Street. “I knew that if I
were ever going to be able

to help anybody, I was
going to have to do it as a
teacher.”
Feazell taught social
studies and started black
history in the school district. He taught for 23 years
at Largo High School from
1969 to 1993. He also
taught African Studies and
had a Black Culture Club.
He credits the principal he
worked under for helping
integration go smoothly.
From 1993 until his retirement, he became a minority-recruiting specialist
for the Pinellas County
School District to bring in
African-American educators. In that position he
brought in more than 650
black educators from colleges such as Florida A&M,
Bethune-Cookman
and
black colleges outside of
the state.
“We made networking a
24 hour job,” he said crediting Vryle Davis, Louis
Williams and Dr. Seymour
Brown to name a few.
Feazell continues to
work with students in north
Pinellas County with a
group he and his wife
started called Bridging The
Achievement Gap, which is
in its 12th year of helping
students achieve academic
success.

Lawrence Poindexter, Sam Hayward, Eleby
Frasier, Solomon Davis and Arlington Nunn
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Ready to start a career?
From PTC, page 1

man-White
explained.
“Therefore, it was decided
that we will acknowledge
breast cancer awareness
month, along with breast
cancer survivors, including
other types of cancer survivors as well.”
Sherman-White said the
college is sensitive to the
fact that adult students tend
to face more health challenges than the younger
student population.
“We want to let our students know that yes, you are
here for an education but
we also want you to understand that we are compassionate and sensitive to the
needs that some of you may
have or some of the issues
that you may go through,”
she said.
To that end, PTC is

proud to go pink for the
month of October and pink
balloons, pins, arm bands
and other items for the
guests will be available at
the open house. The college’s administrative team
will be on hand to offer
words of encouragement
and acknowledgement.
Financial aid officers will
also be present to talk about
financial options and qualifications. Staff members will
discuss the GED program,
dual enrollment and career
counseling.
PTC St. Pete offers over
30 programs and apprenticeships that span a variety
of careers and fields, including public works, automotive,
cosmetology,
landscaping, jewelry making and nursing, to name a

few. Sherman-White said
that PTC boasts a 97 percent placement rate for
graduates of its programs.
“When you come here,
if you do the right thing,
you’re going to get a job,”
she attested. “We have a
database of jobs that is unparalleled.”
PTC St. Pete is located
at 901 34th St. S. For more
information about the open
house, call PTC at (727) 8932500. The Clearwater campus will hold their open
house Oct. 8. See ad on
page 6.
For more information
on courses offered, visit
www.pcsb.org/myptc
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hats paint rainbow of attitudes
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The fourth annual Hattitude and Fashion Extravaganza exploded with the
spectra of the rainbow at
Orange Blossom Catering
last Sat., Oct. 3.
The Pastor’s Aide Ministry of The Rock of Jesus
Missionary
Baptist
Church, chaired by Ruth
Smith, sponsored the dashing display of colors fitting
of all four seasons.
“We believe at The Rock
that Christians should take
some time out and enjoy
life and serving the Lord in
a jazzy wholesome way,”
said Rev. Frank Peterman,
Jr.
Every filled table at the
historic elegant ballroom
was ablaze with reflections
of glimmering hats that
dipped,
twirled
and
wrapped around each
woman’s head. Each hat,
just like each woman, had a
story to be told.
Musician
Armando
Bickum spiritually serenaded the audience as people continued to come
inside. Gregory Porter and
Nikita Lane brought down
the house during the pro-

gram. Mistress of Ceremony Rev. Shirley Thornton and Peterman both
welcome and thanked all
the people that came out to
the fashion extravaganza.
After a deliciously filling
three-course lunch, Red
Hatter, sister Linda Brewton, narrated the Hattitude
Fashion Review. The 14
models that strutted down
the catwalk displaying
spring into summer and fall
into winter fashions were
Nylah and Nicary Graham,
Vienna Adams, Nancy
Aiken, Ruth Smith, Belinda
Parker, Johnnie Carson,
Claudina Jones, Dorethea
Thomas, Pat McGhee,
Regina and Jasmine McCloud and Gregory and
Nicolette Porter.
In addition to thanking
God for seeing them
through another year to
celebrate the annual event,
the Pastor’s Aide Committee gave a special thanks to
sponsors Smith Funeral
Home and Cremation Service, Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.P.A., Dr. Kenneth R.
Bryant, M.D., Dr. Nancy.
Bryant, M.D., Dr. & Mrs.
Darall J. Moore, DPM and
Dr. Frederic Guerrier,
M.D.

Million Father March a huge success
From MFM, page 1

way to show our solidarity
and support for the ‘L5’
schools then to have this,”
said Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, who is a member of
PSFEC, NAACP, SCLC and
a chaplain for the Department of Juvenile Justice
(DJJ).
The L5 refers to Campbell Park, Fairmount Park,
Lakewood, Maximo and Melrose Elementary Schools that
the Pinellas County School
Board has turned into what
the Tampa Bay Times calls
“failure factories.”
In 2007 the school district voted to abandon integration by stopping busing
and instituting a “neighborhood schools” policy that
amounted to de facto segregation. In the years since,
children in these schools
have been failing in alarming rates. The Times article
pointed out that one L5
school that had an “A” rating
is now the second worst elementary school in the entire
state of Florida.
As the school board
scrambles to answer questions and fix a systemic
problem that dates back almost a century, PSFEC has
partnered with Melrose Elementary in an effort to increase
parent/family,

church and community engagement by 100 percent
within three to five years.
If the school board will
not do anything to improve
these schools then parents
must take their children’s
education into their own
hands and be their child’s
number one advocate.
The community showed
their support for PSFEC by
being present at the march,
which convened at 7 a.m.
Pastors from churches all
over the city, members of
the NAACP, SCLC, Juvenile
Welfare Board and Men of
Today, Yesterday and the
Future were all present.
Police Chief Anthony
Holloway, School Board
member Rene Flowers and
Adrienne Conwell from DJJ
were also front and center
greeting and encouraging
parents.
As parents stood in line
to hand in their forms pledging to commit to their children’s future, students were
given the opportunity to
pick out a book that they
would like their parents to
read to them before heading
to class.
Parents were then invited into the library for a
hardy breakfast of sausage,
biscuits and gravy, eggs,

home fries and bacon.
Principal Nanette Grasso
was impressed with the
turnout and support from
the community. She praised
PSFEC for their commitment to Melrose.
“This group has met
many times leading up to
today trying to make this a
great eventful day and figuring how we can continue to
have relationships and meet
with parents and have parents coming into the school
and making them feel comfortable. We are about working together,” said Grasso.
President of PSFEC,
Pastor Martin Rainey, explained that anyone living in
the geographical area of
Fifth Avenue South to 18th
Avenue South and from 16th
Street South to 28th Street
South is in the Melrose community. He then took it a
step further and called those
residents the Melrose Community Family.
“That’s all of us in here.
If you have a child, grandchild, friend or if you live in
the geographical area, you
are a member of the family,”
remarked Rainey who went
on to say that the reason
they were there was increase parent and family engagement by 100 percent at

Melrose.
“We are not worried
about nobody else right
now. We’re not selfish, but
when you’re going to eat an
elephant you eat it one bite
at a time,” he said.
Rainey explained that
this is the first activity of
many that he and PSFEC
have planned under the direction of Grasso. Their plan
is to have the family and the
school work together, which
in turn will improve the academic level and decrease

disciplinary actions.
PSFEC wants to increase
the fellowship between the
school, the classroom
teacher and the parent.
“I want every man, every
mother and everyone in the
family: grandmamma, big
mama, little mama, auntie,
uncle and anybody else that
love these children to get to
know the names of the
teachers and find out their
birthday and send them a
birthday card,” said Rainey.
“The teacher has got to

know you, and you have to
know the teacher.”
The MFM came a week
before the annual International Walk to School Day
where 13 St. Petersburg elementary schools participated. Please share your
photos of you and your children walking to school by
emailing
them
to
editor@theweeklychallenger.com.
Visit PSFEC.org to become a member and help a
child succeed.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Why haven’t you seen
‘Intimate Apparel’ yet?
ST. PETERSBURG –
The American Stage Theatre
Company, 163 3rd St N, St.
Pete, opened the 2015-16
season in style with Lynn
Nottage’s 2003 award-winning play “Intimate Apparel.”
This piece of genius is all
about what lies just underneath the surface.
Set in 1905 in New York
City, African-American seamstress Esther busily sews intimate apparels for other
women, squirreling away
money in her quilt to achieve
her dream of opening her
own beauty parlor. At 35, she
still holds out hope that she
can someday find love like
the women in her boarding
house, who one by one get
married and move out.
When
the
shy,
illiterate Esther begins receiving letters from George,
a Caribbean bachelor at
work on the Panama
Canal, she must rely
upon unhappily married
Mrs. Van Buren to help her
carry on the correspondence.
As George and Esther
bare more and more of one
another in their letters, their
epistolary romance begins
to fully blossom, and we find
ourselves genuinely rooting
for Esther’s happiness after
her lifetime of patience and
toil. But in time the seamstress discovers she is in for
more than she bargained
when her new beau finally
arrives stateside and shows
his true colors.
Nikole Williams’ portrayal of Esther is heartfelt

and hard-hitting without
coming
off
as
sappy or maudlin. She manages to believably strike that
delicate balance between an
independent woman with a
goal and one who is
afraid she may wind up completely alone.
Daniel Capote is excellent as Mr. Marks, the Orthodox
Jewish
fabric
merchant who shares a
chaste, unspoken bond with
Esther as he provides her
with material for corsets,
negligees and the like.
Though their mutual attraction is forbidden—the
social and religious barriers
of 1900s Manhattan see to
that—it forms some of the
most transcendental and
emotional moments of the
entire production.
In one of the play’s most
poignant moments, Esther
cannot help herself as she
reaches out to touch Mr.
Marks, whose religion doesn’t allow contact with a
woman who is not his wife.
Whether it is with a welltimed mournful look from
Williams or an equally pregnant-with-meaning hesitation
from Capote, the two effectively convey the predicament
of
outsiders
who simply yearn for true intimacy.
To that end, it is no coincidence that a bed is a central
focal point in most of the
scenes, making it nearly impossible not to feel the characters’ desire for closeness
or yearning for intimacy on
whatever level, while provid-

Gulf Coast Rhythm & Ribs Music Fest

ing at least a hint of underlying passion.
The characters—from
spinster Esther to worldweary prostitute Mayme
to discontented Mrs. Van
Buren to the lonely boarding
house’s operator Mrs. Dickson—all
seem
connected within their circle
of independently unfulfilled
lives.
ZZ Moor is first rate as
Mayme, delivering her lines
with a spirited matter-of-factness that conveys bold confidence yet subtly belies her
character’s very real need to
be respected and even
loved.
Artistic
director
Stephanie Gularte’s cohesive
production moves with a
crisp rhythm toward its climax, yet lingers just enough
in crucial moments to fully
drive home the power of the
compelling heartbreak, the
genuine tenderness and the
devastating revelations of
“Intimate Apparel.”
You still have time to take
in “Intimate Apparel” before
the Oct. 11 closing date. For
complete show times and
ticket
information,
visit americanstage.org or
call (727) 823-7529.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

BRADENTON – Don’t
miss the three-day Gulf
Coast Rhythm & Ribs
Music Fest this weekend
Oct. 9-11 at the McKechnie
Field in Downtown Bradenton, 1611 9th St W. This
year’s headlines include:
•
Joe,
four-time
Grammy nominated R&B
and Soul Singer and songwriter
• Biscuit Miller, 2012
Blues Music Award Winner
for Bassist of the year
• Eric Darius, Smooth
Jazz sensation former #1 on
Billboard Jazz Charts
• Country Music Superstar John Michael Montgomery
Other bands performing
at this year’s festival include
the Lauren Mitchell Band,
Billy Rice, The Mitch Clark
Band, Jah Movement, Boss
Hawg Band, NuJazz, and
DemiNova. Also, don’t miss
the opening night fireworks
show by Zambelli. Fireworks at 8 p.m. Fri., Oct. 9.
Rhythm & Ribfest is
proud to announce that for
the past six years they have
consistently delivered increases in attendance due in
part to the great diversity of
top musical entertainment
that graces the stage each
year along with its incredible food, and great location.
More than 15,000 music and
food lovers from all over
Florida, the United States,
Canada and Germany attended the 2014 three-day
festival.
This is the ninth year of
Rhythm & Ribfest and
they’re hitting their stride.
The fest has established a

Biscuit Miller

Eric Darius

great relationship with the
Pittsburgh Pirates (McKechine Field) and the city of
Bradenton, which has allowed them for the first time
ever to offer FREE ADMISSION!
They are on pace to become West Central Florida’s
best and most anticipated
event of the year that has
something for everyone to
enjoy. Award winning
Grilling Teams from across
the nation boasting titles
and awards such as “Greatest Ribs in America,”
“Golden Ribs Award,” “Best
Sauce in the Nation” and numerous “People’s Choice
Awards” will have their
BBQ Pits “smokin’” and are
ready to defend their titles.
Featured at this year’s
event will be the Carolina
Rib King of South Carolina
who recently won first place
on the TLC’s extremely popular show BBQ Pitmasters.
Other rib teams participating this year includes event
sponsors Sonny’s Barbecue,
Johnson’s Barbecue (Virginia), Camp 31 BBQ (Alabama), Big Boned BBQ
(Ohio), Grill Masters (At-

lanta), J&J BBQ and T&L
BBQ (Bradenton).
Visit
www.gulfcoastribfest.com for details on
festival hours, entertainment schedule, etc.
“A Party with a Purpose”
– The 9th Annual Gulf Coast
Rhythm & Ribs Music Fest
is a major annual fundraising event and ALL proceeds
benefit United Community
Centers, Inc. Donations at
the event are welcomed.
UCC has provided educational, social and recreational
programs
to
thousands of low income, atrisk youth throughout Manatee County since its
inception in 1937. The community centers located
throughout
Manatee
County have helped disadvantaged youth find healthy
solutions to the problems of
poverty, drugs, crime, teen
pregnancy and low self-esteem.
United Community Centers, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 notfor-profit organization and
all or a portion of contributions are tax-deductible.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  





 



 

  








HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Coming in October
Oct. 6-10-South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association Convening at St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church
Oct. 9-10 - “Commissioned and Committed”
Conference for Pastors,

Ministers,
Brotherhood
and the Sisterhood.
Oct. 14-16 - 84th
Church Anniversary Celebration-Theme: Standing
on
His
Promises
(Deuteronomy 28: 1-14)
All Weeknight Services
Begin @ 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 14 - Rev. Robert
Ward and the Mt. Moriah
M. B. Church
Oct. 15 - Rev. Dr. Wayne
G. Thompson and the First
Institutional Baptist Church
Oct. 16 - Rev. Troy
Adams and New Jerusalem
M. B. Church
Oct. 18 - Anniversary
Finale-10:45 a.m. Morning
Service & Family Dinner
Immediately following at
the Frank Cubby Center
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry

Friendship MBC
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under
the leadership of
Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extend
an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join
us at 9:00 am for Sunday
School and at 10:15 am worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wednesday evening, at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both
individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity, building a stronger
congregation and community to the Glory of God.
Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of

ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
The Ushers Ministry
will be hosting a seminar
on Saturday October 10,
2015 8:30 am to 12:00 pm.
The facilitator is Minister
Sharon Saulsby of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. For additional information call the church
office.
The Women of Grace
Ministry annual seminar is
scheduled for Saturday October 24, 2015 from 8:30 am
to 2:30 pm. The theme is
“It’s Your Time”….Becoming A Kingdom Woman.
Keynote speaker is Sheila
Griffin of Faith Covenant

Church. Presenters are Carole Alexander, Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church,
Cynthia Tomlyn, New
Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church and Praise and Worship soloist Jan White of
First Community Church.
Continental Breakfast and
Lunch will be served. The
community is welcomed to
share in this inspirational
event. Please call church office (727-327-0554) for registration information.
“Knowing Jesus Christ
in 2015”
II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone:
727-3270554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion Unity
Day Committee presents
their annual “100 Men and
Women in Black and White”
program. Reverend Jerry
Booker from the Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist Church

in Largo will be present and
his congregation will be in
charge.
All are invited to come
out in their best black and
white outfits to join in
this spiritual celebration.

The service will take
place on Sunday afternoon
on Oct. 11 at 4 p.m.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd St. S where
Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr. is pastor.






Need a place to call home?
Looking for a church that is
“fired up?” The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a
cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
am or the 10:45 am worship service, and Sunday Church School
at 9:30 am. Pray for our Sick,
Shut-in, Children, Men/Women
in Uniform, and Bereaved Families. “WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” from noon to 1 pm (The
best one hour of your day.) and
at 7 pm – The community is welcomed to join us. You don’t want
to miss studying from 1st John,
Chapt. 5. The Friendship spotlight shines ever so bright on Sister Paulette Goolsby, Teacher of
the Year. Teacher, Family &
Consumer Sciences at Lealman
Innovation Academy.
Mr. Harrison Nash – The
Weekly Challenger’s very own
distributor. We know that Jesus
is a healer!
OCTOBER AT A GLANCE
Sat., Oct. 10 – 8 am (Continental Breakfast) – Ushers
Workshop – Registration Donation $5 – Facilitator – Minister
Sharon P. Saulsby, Ushers Director, Florida General Baptist Convention,
Inc.
Held
with
Community Ushers Ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church – 3455 26th Ave.
S – Contact Bethel at (727) 3270554 or (727) 321-6672.

Sat., Oct. 10 – 9 am – Supernatural Sistahs; Dealing with
matters of the Heart Conference
– Keynote Speaker: Lyvonne
Hicks - Held at Friendship –
Tickets available – contact
Tameko Lovett: (727) 218-8815.
Mon., Oct. 12 at 7 pm - “18th
/ 38th Pastor and First Family
Appreciation Celebration” Committee Meeting – All Member's
who are interested in being a
part of this Committee are encouraged to attend.
Sat., Oct. 17 – Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer –
Vinoy Park – details coming
soon.
Sun., Oct. 18 – SUNDAY IN
PINK – BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS SUNDAY.
Sun., Oct. 18 at 3 pm – Celebration One Thousand Women
in Red-New Jerusalem MBC,
1717 18th Ave. S - Adult Choir,
Male Chorus & Third Sunday
Ushers and Nurses to serve.
Oct. 23-24 – The Leadership
Fall Retreat - held at Camp Yale
Baptist Conference Retreat,
Leesburg, Fla. Ministry Leaders
please see Sis. Penny Williams
ASAP. Sign-up sheets located in
the Atrium.
Checking November dates
Nov. 4-6 – West Coast Baptist
District Association - 117th Annual Session, to be held at Mt.
Sinai
Missionary
Baptist
Church, 5200 W. South St., Orlando, Fla. 32811 – the following
will be held at Mt. Sinai: Thurs.,
Nov. 5 at 7 pm - The Modera-

tor’s Hour – Fri., Nov. 6 – The
Morning Sessions – Women's
Auxiliary – Women's Colors:
Black & White with Red Accessories-and at 11 am – The 2nd
Annual Address of the Laymen
President.
Thought for the Week: “Cancer with Faith,” John 2: 3-5.
When the wine ran short, the
mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.” (And)
Jesus said to her, “Woman, how
does your concern affect me?
My hour has not yet come.” His
mother said to the servers, “Do
whatever he tells you.
Don't let “The Ship” sail without you! For additional information
on
any
of
the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED
A
RIDE
TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and leave your information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Project which is underway.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

We can be healed - Part 1
“Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people
(Matthew 4:23).”
Miracles, signs and wonders can still happen today.
The miracles of healing did
not die with Jesus, the Christ,
his apostles and the biblical
accounts. I AM witness of
healing. I had chronic lower
back pain for several years.
When I learned that the
metaphysical meaning of
lower back pain was feeling
unloved and unsupported, I
began affirming “I AM loved
and I AM supported.” After a
few months, I was healed and
I have not had lower back
pain in over 3 years.
In the scriptures, healing
was the by-product of teach-

ing and preaching. Salvation,
healing, deliverance, financial breakthrough, etc. are
demonstrations of the Word.
Every time we hear the
Truth, it is opportunity for us
to be healed because faith
comes by hearing (Romans
10:17). “The truth makes us
from free” from anything that
would hinder us from living a
holistically, healthy balanced
and well-rounded life (John
8:32).
Health and wholeness is
our divine birthright as children of God. The Unity
Movement began when Myrtle Fillmore heard the words
from Dr. E. B. Weeks, “I AM
a child of God; therefore, I
can’t inherit sickness.”
Shortly, thereafter she was
completely healed from tuberculosis. We are heirs of
God and joint heirs with
Christ Jesus; therefore, we

have the same power and authority to heal that Jesus did
(Romans 8:17).
Regardless of our family
health history, genetics,
prognosis, diagnosis, or
length of time of the condition, if we open our minds
today, we can be healed of
any sickness, pain or disease.
We don’t have to live in
chronic pain, we can be
healed. We don’t have to die
from various diseases, we
can be healed.
We can be healed from
back pain, diabetes, hypertension, HIV/AIDS, arthritis,
kidney failure, asthma, migraine headaches and any
other physical condition. Is
there anything too hard for
God (Jeremiah 32:27)? All
things are possible to them
who
believe
(Matthew
19:26).”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Suncoast Chapter of Jack and Jill
celebrates 25th anniversary

The St. Petersburg Branch of
ASALH received its charter

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Suncoast Chapter of
Jack and Jill of America
kicked off their milestone
25th anniversary masked in
elegance and style Sat.,
Oct. 3 at the USF St. Petersburg campus. The gala was
organized by Chairman
Cheryl Bradbury and Cochairman Darrelle Larondos.
During the event, special recognition was given
to numerous supporters
and sponsors including St.
Petersburg College Midtown Campus. Chapter
President Dr. Vikki GaskinButler also expressed her
gratitude to the strong and
willful women who forged a

ATLANTA – Last
month at the National Centennial Conference in Atlanta, the Association for
the Study of African American Life and History
(ASALH) granted the St.
Petersburg Branch of
ASALH its official charter.
Before traveling to Georgia, Mayor Rick Kriseman
and the City of St. Petersburg presented the branch
with a congratulatory
proclamation.
Several members of the
branch traveled to Atlanta
to attend the conference
and the charter ceremony.
These included President
Jacqueline Hubbard, VicePresident Irene Pridgen,
Cols Ashby and Ronalda
Hobson, Dr. Julie Armstrong, who was also a presenter,
and
Jennifer
Gamble. Also in attendance
was the President of the
Tampa Bay Branch, Tyna
Middleton and President of
the Manasota Branch,
Mark Jackson.
The national ASALH
conference had 1,300 attendees from all over the
United States and was held
from Sept. 23 through Sept.
27. There were presentations or seminars every
hour and 50 minutes every
day, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
until late in the evening.
There were special
luncheons each day with
notable speakers such as
Lonnie Bunch, who was

way to make a better life for
children then and now.
“I am very proud of the
journey and legacy of the
Suncoast Chapter as we celebrate 25 incredible years
of excellence, leadership
and community service,”
said Gaskin-Butler.
The
evening
progressed as Mistress of Ceremony Nikki GaskinCapehart inspired everyone to enjoy the band and
dance the night away as
well as bid on many enticing auction items.
A special presentation
was also made to several
charter members in attendance for their dedication
in upholding the legacy of

  

 

 

service and commitment to
youth development programs.
About Jack and Jill of
America, Inc.
Jack and Jill of America
Inc. is a national organization with more than 220
chapters in 35 states and
the District of Columbia,
representing over 30,000
family members. The core
of the Jack and Jill of America’s philosophy is that
every child, if given the
proper guidance and opportunity, can be developed
into a leader.
For more information
on the national organization, visit jackandjillinc.org.



    



the keynote speaker; LaVar
Burton, Susan Taylor, Dr.
David Levering-Lewis, the
Honorable John Lewis,
Sonia Sanchez and Rev.
C.T. Vivian.
Black films were shown
continually each day. Most
events were free with registration. The Honorary CoChairs were Susan L.
Taylor and Harry Belafonte. Every aspect of
African-American history
and life was represented,
including academics, history, art, music, politics,
writing, poetry, science,
photography, philosophy,
dance, hip-hop and folklore.
ASALH was founded in
1915 by Dr. Carter G.
Woodson, the second
African American to re-
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ceive a Ph.D. from Harvard
University. ASALH is
rooted in teaching the
world about the contributions of members of the
African Diaspora.
As a collective force,
ASALH inspires members
to make a positive impact in
their communities. Dr.
Mary McLeod Bethune of
Bethune Cookman College
was one of many esteemed
presidents. The current
president is Dr. Daryl
Michael Scott of Howard
University and the incoming president is Dr. Evelyn
Brooks Higgenbotham of
Harvard University and
widow of the late Federal
Judge Leon Higgenbotham.
ASALH publishes “The
Journal of African American History” every quarter.

  

